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In December of 2019 the Center for the Study of the Genocide and Resistance of Residents of Lithuania [Genocide Center] compiled and published the historical finding "On the Activities of Jonas Noreika (General Storm) in the Anti-Nazi Underground." The headings within the finding state: 
1.  Jonas Noreika actively contributed to rescuing the Jews of Šiauliai.
2. Jonas Noreika should be considered a member of the anti-Nazi resistance from the very beginning of his work as head of the Šiauliai district.
3. Before the liquidation of the Žagarė ghetto Jonas Noreika didn't realize ghettos were one of the stages of the Holocaust. 
The statements of this finding of history are based solely on father Jonas Borevičius's testimony and speculations by the Genocide Center. The finding does cite the authority of D. Jasaitis who did rescue Jews and talks about his activities, but presents no documented testimony naming Jonas Noreika as the head of an organization which rescued Jews. To provide foundation to their argument, they simply employ grammatical means, square brackets in quotes from Jasaitis into which the writers from the Genocide Center insert the additions they desire. In this manner, filling in the "gaps" in Jasaitis's statements exclusively with Borevičius's assertions, the Genocide Center presents to the public the formerly unknown commander of a Jewish rescue network in the Šiauliai district, one never named by Jasaitis, namely, Jonas Noreika. 
The historical finding "On the Activities of Jonas Noreika (General Storm) in the Anti-Nazi Underground" is unobjective, unfounded and unacademic. The statements made in the finding are offensive to the Lithuanian Jewish community, mislead the public and deny Jonas Noreika's culpability in Holocaust crimes in the Šiauliai district. The finding of history sets a flawed methodology for historical research which is in violation of main principles for the institution to follow as set forth in the founding law for establishing the Genocide Center and creates a precedent for denying the Holocaust, and therefore it should be removed from public access.
Historiographical Testimonies
The Genocide Center bases the arguments in this finding solely on testimony the priest Jonas Borevičius gave to an Illinois district court in the USA in 1986 in the case United States vs. Antanas Virkutis. In that case the state attorney sought to annul Virkutis's US citizenship and to deport him in connection with false statements he had made about not cooperating with the Nazi regime when he arrived in the US and when he acquired US citizenship through naturalization. The witness Jonas Borevičius replied in court to questions from Virkutis's defense attorney and the prosecutor regarding events which took place more than 40 years before the trial. In the case, he was asked about his frequent visits as a priest in Šiauliai to the Šiauliai prison during the Nazi occupation where Antanas Virkutis was prison supervisor from 1941 to 1943, and so the information Borevičius supplied could either confirm or deny the prosecutor's contentions Antanas Virkutis was guilty of crimes against humanity and had cooperation with the Nazi administration. 
Before we assess Jonas Borevičius's testimony and his reliability as an historical source, it's important to reference the historical sources testifying to the events of 1941 to 1943 in the Šiauliai prison and in Šiauliai.

According to information from the Lithuanian Department of Prisons, the Nazi military was in charge at the Šiauliai prison during World War II. They imprisoned Jews as well as insubordinate Lithuanians there. From 1941 to 1944 large groups of people were taken from this prison to be shot, with new inmates brought in to take their place.

According to information from the Genocide and Resistance Research Center [a subsidiary of the Genocide Center], starting in July of 1941 Jews and Soviet activists imprisoned at the Šiauliai prison were also shot to death near Pročiūnai village (7 km from Šiauliai). Furthermore, before the ghetto was established about 1,000 Jews from Šiauliai were executed.
 
According to the information from wartime chronicler and resident of Šiauliai Leiba Lipšicas, on June 28, 1941, two days after Germans entered the city, arrests of Jewish men began and lasted for more than a week. The arrestees were sent to the Šiauliai prison. The prison warden at that time was Virkutis, who was noted for his sadism towards and hatred of Jews. Kraulichas was appointed prison warden by the Germans and was just as bad as Virkutis. Both prison directors seem to have entered into a competition over who could make conditions worse for the Jews arrested, starving them, beating, deriding and wounding them constantly. The cells were packed four or five times their capacity. When 250 to 300 Jews had been collected, the LAF [Lithuanian Activists Front] activists transported them to Luponiai Forest where they forced the Jews to dig ditches and then shot them. During the first weeks of the war about 1,200 men were arrested and shot. 

Wartime chronicler and resident of Šiauliai Leiba Lipšicas wrote in his book "Šiaulių getas" [The Šiauliai Ghetto] that on the morning of July 11, 1941, LAF headquarters sent about 50 of their soldiers in groups of 3 to 4 men to arrest male Jews and seize their families' more valuable property. These "white arm-banders" appeared at Jewish apartments at about 9 o'clock in the morning. Searches began. They looked for gold, jewelry, money and more valuable home decorations and clothes. These searches took from 3 to 5 hours. The activists even seized bedding, suits, coats and collections of dishes. They ordered the seized items be packed in suitcases, baskets and bags. The arrested men were made to carry the loot to the police station (currently the headquarters of the city municipality). This operation was organized without the knowledge of the occupying power. The Germans also sought to profit. They wanted currency, gold, jewelry, precious stones and stocks and bonds, but were completely apathetic about real estate, clothing, bedding and home decorations and accessories. That day LAF headquarters had planned to arrest 600 Jewish males but only arrested 140. The Germans interfered with this operation, stopping LAF units with arrested Jews at the Palace of the People movie theater and outside police department buildings. They disarmed the white arm-banders, made them sit on the sidewalk and released the Jews to return home with their property. The battlefield military police who stopped these arrests emptied the pockets of the LAF soldiers of gold, jewelry and money. Nonetheless, about 30 Jews were taken to the prison and shot later. In this manner the German military administration demonstrated to LAF headquarters, Lithuanian police and the city municipality who the real bosses were in the city.
 
Leiba Lipšicas stated in the book "Šiaulių getas" that typhoid and spotted fever also ravaged the earlier camp. The winter of 1941-1942 was extremely cold. The Germans opened the barracks windows and sprayed water through fire hoses on the prisoners and the barracks. All the inmates froze. Prisoners were also kept in the courtyard of the prison during deep freezes; the ill and starving prisoners died in hundreds from the cold. There were cases of cannibalism as well, with the stronger eating the weak.

Leiba Lipšicas stated in the book "Šiaulių getas" that on November 5, 1943, according to a plan drawn up earlier, the SS supported by a platoon of soldiers from the ROA (Russkaya osvoboditelnaya armiya, more commonly known as the Vlasovniks) and all SD and SIPO personnel, waited for the ghetto inmates left for forced labor and surrounded the ghetto. No one was allowed to leave or enter the gates. The fascists began hunting for children 13 and under in the ghetto. They grabbed the ones they found and threw them in trucks. They drove them to the railway station and loaded them on cargo cars. The children were sent to concentration camps. 

Jonas Borevičius's Testimony
In his testimony Jonas Borevičius stated that from 1939 to 1944 he lived in the very center of the city of Šiauliai. He testified he used to visit prisoners at the Šiauliai prison frequently during this period. Responding to Virkutis's defense attorney's questions about conditions for the prisoners there and the prison administration, he stated that during the entire period of his visits to the prison, i.e., over three years, he never heard any complaints from the prisoners about the administration or prison conditions, and said this surprised him (p. 33).

In response to the prosecutor's question on whether he knew that Antanas Virkutis was a member of the white arm-banders [the LAF], Borevičius said he hadn't known, and asked "What does 'white arm-bander' mean? Was this some sort of special organization?" (p. 106)

In reply to the prosecutor's question of what activity the Lithuanian Activists Front undertook, Borevičius stated the LAF was engaged in anti-Nazi activities. Asked by the prosecutor whether he knew that Jews and Poles were not accepted into the LAF, Borevičius stated "everyone was accepted and people of Jewish ethnicity had all sorts of privileges in Lithuania, all sorts" (p. 108). He maintained he didn't know any person who belonged to the LAF, neither in Kaunas nor Šiauliai, and was unable to say anything about this organization.

Replying to the prosecutor's question if he remember the pogroms which took place in Šiauliai at the end of June, 1941, during which about 1,000 Jews were murdered, Borevičius stated he did not remember. He said that the military arrived first and didn't do anything, then a month or two later the Nazis came and they caused all the mayhem, persecuting Jews, Lithuanians and Poles. Requestioned, he said he didn't know and didn't believe it. "I was in Šiauliai the entire time. I didn't see that and I don't believe that Lithuanians were ever predisposed against Jews. They were opposed to the Nazis, yes, but not to Jews" (pp. 110-111).
Asked by the prosecutor if he knew about the German mobile killing squadrons which murdered more than 13,000 Jews in the Šiauliai region in July of 1941, Borevičius said: "In 1941 I was very well informed about Šiauliai, Šiauliai life and the Jewish problem, but I never heard of that" (pp. 111-113).
Responding to the prosecutor's question of whether he knew about the mass murder of Jews in Kužiai Forest near Šiauliai, he stated that "This is the place where my, our friend father Kleiba saved hundreds of Jews. Kužiai [village] and Kužiai Forest. But I've never heard of this possible event which you mention. I don't know why if this did happen father Kleiba didn't inform me of this" (pp. 114-115).
Asked by the prosecutor whether Lithuanians guarded the Šiauliai ghetto, Borevičius said: "to my knowledge, no" (pp. 117-118).
Answering the prosecutor's question on whether he knew about the "children's operation" conducted by the German Schutzmanschaft unit and the Lithuanian auxiliary police in Šiauliai in November of 1943, Borevičius said: "I've never heard of this. If there had been such an operation, an unusual event, one event, I would have known, because I lived in the exact center of the city. And all these incidents reached me. I mean the information reached me from friends. But I didn't know, I didn't know. I don't know" (p. 124).
Asked by the prosecutor if he knew Russian POWs were imprisoned in the Šiauliai prison, that prisoners were dying from hunger and that there was a typhoid epidemic there, Borevičius stated he hadn't known that, and that he had never seen the prisoners eating, and knew nothing about the food rations given them (pp. 127-128).
Assessment of Jonas Borevičius's Testimony
Taking into account the known, documented facts and the recollections of living witnesses (especially Leiba Lipšicas) concerning the events of 1941-1944 in the city and district of Šiauliai, and the testimony Jonas Borevičius gave to the Illinois district court in the USA in 1986, it's obvious that Jonas Borevičius, although he was a priest and testified under oath, lied. He admitted he lived in the very center of the city of Šiauliai yet claims he saw nothing, heard nothing and knew nothing about the atrocities taking place in Šiauliai and surrounding areas. How was it possible to know nothing about the pogroms carried out against Jews in June of 1941 where innocent people were murdered? How was it possible, living in the city center, not to observe the white arm-banders of the LAF (and indeed not to know anything about the members of the LAF) transporting groups of Jews into the ghetto and to the mass murder sites? How was it possible not to know about the mass shooting of the Jews incarcerated in the ghetto and not to know about the culling of Jewish children in November of 1943? How was it that he visited the Šiauliai prison but didn't observe Russian POWs and Lithuanian citizens dying of hunger there, nor the horrific conditions there? How didn't he see or know that the prisoners there were constantly replaced because of the continual mass shootings? He was a priest and a socially active personality, he served the Church, he spoke with parishioners, he took confessions, he lived in the very center of the city, but in court he claimed he hadn't seen any of this and knew nothing at all about the atrocities being perpetrated in Šiauliai, and nothing about the perpetrators.

The testimony of Jonas Borevičius upon which the Genocide Center relied as their only source is not objective and is not true. In the testimony he provided to the court, Jonas Borevičius didn't say he didn't remember the Holocaust or the people involved in it; he stated that from 1941 to 1944 he knew nothing about it, and didn't believe that Lithuanians, LAF volunteers or white arm-banders, participated in the looting, degradation and mass murder of Jews. Standing at the center of events, he simply didn't know. It should be noted here the Yad Vashem organization has not recognized Jonas Borevičius as a Righteous Gentile. 

Conclusion by Historians on Jonas Borevičius's Testimony
In the opinion of director of the Lithuanian History Institute Alvydas Nikzentaitaitis, Jonas Borevičius's testimony is an unreliable source, especially taking into account no other sources confirm his testimony. The finding of history contains no other facts regarding Jonas Noreika's connections with rescuing Jews. Moreover, from the material available (Jonas Borevičius's testimony), the only conclusion which can be drawn is that Noreika did not like how the Germans behaved towards the Jews, he said, but this demonstrates no active or passive role by Noreika in this process [of rescuing Jews]. 
 
Vilnius University professor Nerijus Šepetys was of the opinion that the most that could be said in this regard is that there are some non-contemporary testimonies about this, but not that Noreika actually rescued Jews, and this is all. Now, however, there suddenly appears this finding of history, he said, written in such a tone, stretching sources to conform to historiographical assertions and radically interpreting them, and then drawing conclusions about what Noreika did or didn't understand at the time, such that he should be considered a member of the anti-Nazi underground and that he actively rescued Jews, without any factual basis for this. 
 Šepetys said this conclusion was drawn not based on facts, but by presenting assumptions and speculation as reality. 
 

Illegality of the Finding of History
The main task of the Genocide Center (article 4 of the law for the establishment of the Genocide Center) is research into the physical and spiritual genocide of residents of Lithuania under the occupational regimes from 1939 to 1990, the restoration of historical truth and justice and the development of methodologies for historical research into this period. 
By publishing this finding of history, the Genocide Center violates the aforementioned intents of the law. Basing itself on a single and unreliable source, the Genocide Center maintains Jonas Noreika led an organization for rescuing Jews, although this finding, as with earlier findings of history [by the Genocide Center], completely ignores orders signed by Jonas Noreika for establishing a ghetto for Jews and seizing Jewish property. The Genocide Center in its "research" fails to take into account statements made by Žagarė burgermeister Simonas Rakštys in which he indicated he was assigned to the post of burgermeister by Jonas Noreika at the end of August, 1941, i.e., when Noreika issued an order for removing Jews to the Žagarė ghetto;
 that he only worked in the post for two months and the Nazi administration removed him at the end of October (after the ghetto had been liquidated); and that during the time the Žagarė ghetto operated, he exclusively followed the orders of Jonas Noreika and answered directly to him. The Genocide Center failed to address the fact the Šiauliai district administration paid salaries to the soldiers of the Šiauliai division of the Lithuanian Self-Defense Units for the period from September 20 to November 1, 1941.
 Genocide Center historian Arūnas Bubnys back in 2010 stated about the Šiauliai division (the 14th Battalion) of the Lithuanian Self-Defense Units formed in August of 1941: "The 1st Šiauliai division (55 people) participated in the destruction of the Žagarė ghetto on October 2, 1941. German Gestapo officers, Linkuva auxiliary police bureau members and soldiers from the 1st Division of the 14th Battalion shot the Jews." 
 Now, 9 years later, the same institution is telling the public Jonas Noreika led the rescue of Jews and didn't understand the function of the ghettos.
The Genocide Center claims Jonas Noreika rescued Jews based on the fact four children of Jewish ancestry were hidden at a hospital financed by the Šiauliai district administration, completely ignoring the fact the same administration financed the Šiauliai 14th Battalion (1st Division) which directly carried out the mass murder of 2,236 Jews. 
 
This sort of interpretation of historical facts by the Genocide Center violates the tasks set forth in article 4 of the law and operates contrary to intent of the law. The Genocide Center is developing a flawed methodology for historical research in which it fails to assess the reliability of an historical source, fails to place it in the context of information from other historical sources and based on the testimony of a single person comes to a factual conclusion which contradicts the abundance of historical facts and testimonies by other people. Thus the Genocide Center is developing a methodology for Holocaust denial. 

The omission of historical facts, the selective presentation of facts and the lack of context from historical sources and documents do not lead to the truth about Jonas Noreika. The publication of findings of history made by such methods is public disinformation, which article 19, part 2 of the Lithuanian Law on the Provision of Public Information strictly forbids. A methodology for "historical research" based on these principles constitutes the re-writing of history. This is Holocaust denial, a continuing and intentional activity of Lithuania's Genocide Center. 
It should be noted as well that before the publication of this disputed historical finding, Lithuania's International Commission to Assess the Crimes of the Nazi and Soviet Occupational Regimes in Lithuania in an open letter dated April 10, 2019, stated: "We cannot understand why [the Genocide Center] is defending an openly racist and fascist political group, the Lithuanian Nationalist Party, members of whose police units were among the most active persecutors and murderers of Jews," and: "On August 22, 1941, and September 10, 1941, Jonas Noreika, based on orders from the Šiauliai military district commander, Hans Gewecke, appointed to the post by the Germans, issued orders on the removal of the Jews in the military district to ghettos and the confiscation of their property. ... Almost all of the victims arrested under these orders were later murdered. This is the historical reality, based on indisputable documented evidence. If this is not taking part in the process of genocide against the Jewish citizens of Lithuania, then what is it?"

Legal Standing
My grandfather Shmuel (Samuel) Gochin came from Papilė (Šiauliai district). My grandfather's brother Mones Gochin, his wife Šeina, their daughters Leya, Rakhael, Tsile, Maše and Sara and their sons Samuel, Abe, Yakov, Yosel, and Šmerel 
 (citizens of the Republic of Lithuania)
 remained living in Papilė during World War II. According to the information from Yad Vashem, their fate was tragic: they perished during the Holocaust carried out in the Šiauliai district (they were murdered on July 7, July 18 and October 2 in the Žagarė ghetto). The Holocaust directly touched my family. THe mass murder of the Jews in the Šiauliai district administered by Jonas Noreika put an end to the 600-year-long life-history of the Gochin family in Lithuania.
The current finding by the Genocide Center is an insult to me as a descendant of the Gochin family. This unobjective assessment of the person and activities of Jonas Noreika made by the Genocide Center discredits the memory of my murdered relatives. This historical finding doubtlessly also causes insult to the relatives of other Jews who perished in the Šiauliai district and does dishonor to the memory of Holocaust victims in general. This is ridicule of the victims of the Holocaust.
My grandfather's family was murdered in the district under Jonas Noreika's command, and therefore I have a legitimate interest in demanding the Genocide Center retract and annul this unfounded and unobjective finding of history, and in this manner remedy the harm done me and the entire  Lithuanian Jewish community by their illegal activities. 
Demand of the Petition
In light of everything explained above, I demand the Genocide Center annul and remove from public access its historical finding "On the Activities of Jonas Noreika (General Storm) in the Anti-Nazi Underground," and that it make public this decision through the Baltic News Service (BNS). 
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Respectfully,
Grant Arthur Gochin 
Appendix: Yad Vashem finding concerning Jonas Borevičius.
�  � HYPERLINK "http://www.kaldep.lt/lt/siauliuti/veikla-mpn_255_511/istorija_238_256_512.html" �http://www.kaldep.lt/lt/siauliuti/veikla-mpn_255_511/istorija_238_256_512.html�


�  � HYPERLINK "http://genocid.lt/UserFiles/File/Atmintinos_datos/2014/08/201408_getas.pdf" �http://genocid.lt/UserFiles/File/Atmintinos_datos/2014/08/201408_getas.pdf�


�   � HYPERLINK "https://www.lzb.lt/2014/09/18/siauliu-geto-istorija-prisimena-leiba-lipsicas-jo-istorija-saugoma-valstybiniame-vilniaus-gaono-zydu-muziejuje/" �https://www.lzb.lt/2014/09/18/siauliu-geto-istorija-prisimena-leiba-lipsicas-jo-istorija-saugoma-valstybiniame-vilniaus-gaono-zydu-muziejuje/�


�  � HYPERLINK "http://www.krastas.lt/?data=2001-07-25&rub=1143711027&id=1146654442" �http://www.krastas.lt/?data=2001-07-25&rub=1143711027&id=1146654442�


�  � HYPERLINK "http://www.krastas.lt/?data=2001-07-28&rub=1143711027&id=1146654595" �http://www.krastas.lt/?data=2001-07-28&rub=1143711027&id=1146654595�


�  � HYPERLINK "http://www.krastas.lt/?data=2001-08-02&rub=1143711027&id=1146654551" �http://www.krastas.lt/?data=2001-08-02&rub=1143711027&id=1146654551�


�  Finding appended. 


�  � HYPERLINK "https://www.lrt.lt/naujienos/nuomones/3/1127865/alvydas-nikzentaitis-genocido-centro-isvada-del-jono-noreikos-niekine" �https://www.lrt.lt/naujienos/nuomones/3/1127865/alvydas-nikzentaitis-genocido-centro-isvada-del-jono-noreikos-niekine� 


�  � HYPERLINK "https://www.15min.lt/naujiena/aktualu/lietuva/istorikai-jei-lggrtc-pazyma-apie-j-noreika-butu-studento-darbas-ji-butu-ivertintalabai-prastu-pazymiu-56-1249198" �https://www.15min.lt/naujiena/aktualu/lietuva/istorikai-jei-lggrtc-pazyma-apie-j-noreika-butu-studento-darbas-ji-butu-ivertintalabai-prastu-pazymiu-56-1249198� 


�  � HYPERLINK "https://www.lrt.lt/naujienos/nuomones/3/1127865/alvydas-nikzentaitis-genocido-centro-isvada-del-jono-noreikos-niekine" �https://www.lrt.lt/naujienos/nuomones/3/1127865/alvydas-nikzentaitis-genocido-centro-isvada-del-jono-noreikos-niekine� 


�	Lithuanian Special Archive LYA K58-1, b.8276, l.11 


�	Lithuanian Central State Archive LCVA_fR-1099_a2_b2_l133 Šiaulių apskrities administracijos buhalterijos patvirtinimas apie 53350 Rb atlyginimo sumokėjimą už šį laikotarpį


�	Genocidas ir Rezistencija (magazine) 2010, 1 (27), p. 82


�	Information presented in the magazine Genocidas ir Rezistencija 2010, 1 (27), p. 82


�	Lithuanian Central State Archive LCVA. F. 412. In. 13 B. 13 L. 242. 


�	Lithuanian Central State Archive LCVA F. 412. In. 12 B. 67. L. 225 (internal passport no. 623696 issued January 2, 1922, for Mones Gochin and six family members)
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