
Holocaust in Lithuania: 
Stages and Perpetrators

The killing of Jews in the first days of the war

The systematic mass murder of Jews, September –December 1941

The liquidations of the Ghettos, 1943-1944



Kaunas, 24. June 1941

Vilnius, 25. June 1941

‚Liberation‘



Stage 1: Reckoning‘

• Jewish women 
transported to Kaunas 
by trucks and cars were 
received by Lithuanian 
insurgents, June 1941



Routes of 
Einsatzgruppe A

and its 
Einsatzkommando

s

Stage 2: Systematic 
Massmurder



SS-Brigadeführer Walther Stahlecker
Chef der Einsatzgruppe A

died in March 1942 after fights with partisans
Composition of EG A:

A total of 990 people, of whom:

89 Members of the Gestapo (9%)

41 Members of the Kripo (4.1%)

35 Members of the SD (3.5%)

As staff reinforcement:

133 members of the police (13.4%)

340 members of the Waffen-SS (34.4%)
• More than a third served as drivers, 

auxiliary policemen, interpreters, 
radio operators and administrators 
including 13 female typists



Documents
Jaeger-Report, page 1 

• The Commander of the Security Police and the SD Einsatzkommando 3 Kauen, 
December 1, 19411 Secret Reich Matter! 5 copies 4thcopy 

• Complete tabulation of executions carried out in the Einsatzkommando 3 zone up to 
December 1, 1941 Take-over of the security police tasks in Lithuania by 
Einsatzkommando 3 on July 2, 1941 

• (Einsatzkommando 3 took over the Vilnius area on August 9, 1941 and the Schaulen 
area on October 2, 1941. Up to this time, Einsatzkommando 9 handled Vilnius and 
Einsatzkommando 2 handled Schaulen.) 

• (Executions carried out by Lithuanian partisans on my instructions and under my 
command: 

• July 4, 41 Kauen - Fort VII - 416 Jews, 47 Jewesses2 463 July 6, 41 Kauen - Fort VII - 
Jews 2,514 

• Following deployment of a raiding commando under the leadership of SS First 
Lieutenant Hamann and 8 to 10 reliable men from Einsatzkommando 3, the following 
operations were carried out in collaboration with Lithuanian partisans: July 7, 41 
Mariampole Jews 32 July 8, 41 “ 14 “ and 5 Comm.3 functionaries 19 July 8, 41 
Girkalinei Comm. functionaries 6 July 9, 41
Wendziogala
32 Jews, 2 Jewesses, 1 fem. Lithuanian5 2 Lith. Comm., 1 Russ. Communist3 
38 July 9, 41
Kauen - Fort VII 21 Jews, 3 Jewesses

24 July 14, 41 Mariampole 21 “ , 1 Russ., 9 Lith. Comm. 31 July 17, 41 Babtei 8 
Comm. functionaries (of which 6 Jews) 8 July 18, 41 Mariampole 39 Jews, 14 
Jewesses 53 July 19, 41
Kauen - Fort VII 17 “ , 2 “ , 4 Lith. Comm.,
2 fem. Comm. Lithuanian, 1 Germ. Comm. 
26 July 21, 41
Panevezys
59 Jews, 11 Jewesses, 1 fem. Lithuanian, 1 Pole, 22 Lith. Comm., 9 Russ. Comm. 
103 July 22, 41 “ 1 Jew 1 July 23, 41
Kedainiai
83 Jews, 12 Jewesses, 14 Russ. Comm., 15 Lith. Comm., 1 Russ. O-Politruk3 
125 July 25, 41 Mariampole 90 Jews, 13 Jewesses 103 July 28, 41
Panevezys 
234 “ , 15 “ ,
19 Russ. Comm., 20 Lith. Comm. 
288 Carry-forward 3,834



„Balance sheet“ of Einsatzgruppe A 
January 1942

SS-Obersturmbannführer Joachim Hamann
Leader of the raiding squad Hamann

Suicide near Kiel in July 1945

SS-Standartenführer Karl Jäger
Commander-in-chief of Einsatzkommando 3

Suicide being on remand in 1959



Perpetrators

• Major Antanas 
Impulevičius

• Commander of the 2nd 
Lithuanian Police 
bataillon

Staff of a Lithuanian Selfdefence Unit  
in Švenčionys



Stage 3: The ghettos and their liquidation



Jews on the way to the Ghetto in Kaunas



Ghetto Kaunas

Demokratu aikštė: site of 
the ‚Great action‘ on 
Oktober 28th, 1941

Bridge between the large and 
the small Ghetto



Crime scenes

Kaunas Fort IX Paneriai near Vilnius
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